TO:

All Middle School (7 & 8) & High School Band Students & Parents

FROM:
Mrs. Swan-Eagan

DATE:

January 3, 2012
RE:

District Band & Orchestra Evaluations

Welcome back the 2nd half of a great school year.  I wanted to remind you of something that was already printed on your child’s band year long calendar, and that we are now starting to begin preparations.  

The Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association is the organization that sponsors the “standardized test” for band and orchestras in the state of Michigan.  For all bands in our nine county area, the dates of these evaluations will be Thursday & Friday, February 23 & 24.    These evaluations will be held right here in Manistee at the high school auditorium on these two days (and two more in March, held in Big Rapids), and I know that we’ll be assigned to perform here with the 7th, 8th and High School Bands.  (The coordinator of the event has told me he will not assign us to play in Big Rapids.)  Parents are encouraged to attend, and we’ll need a few chaperones, even though the event is right here in Manistee, and will be held during the school day and into the evening.  

Because of the importance of the “teamwork” aspect of band, it is imperative that these two days be set aside as possible band performance dates, although I am fairly sure that the 7th & 8th grade bands will play on Thursday, and the HS Band will play on Friday.   I will let you know as soon as a schedule has been formulated about the exact date and time of the student’s performances.  Each band or orchestra of the 35 or so involved from our nine county area, will be involved for about ½ a day total, for only one of those two days, with total performance time at about an hour.  Included in our experience will also be listening to a couple of other ensemble’s performances. Again, this will happen during the school day and into the evening, but each band will be involved for only about ½ of a day total.  Please note that these evaluations are free and open to the public – our kids always play better when there’s a sea of blue and gold applauding fans in the audience listening “just for them,” so mark your calendars, too, and attend if you are able.  During the evaluations, I’ll need a few parents assistance as set up crew team leaders, ushers, and judges helpers.  If you might enjoy helping, please just let me know!.
Please also, do not schedule orthodontic appointments during the week prior (the week of February 13th), or the week of evaluations, as student’s performance ability changes dramatically following orthodontic or oral surgery procedures, and recovery to pre-procedure playing ability is sometimes several days.  
The Pre-Evaluations Concert, which will involve all students in grades 7 – 12, is already set for Tuesday, February 7 at 7:30 p.m. in the Manistee High School Auditorium.  Plan on hearing some really great music that evening, along with a short sight reading demonstration.
I am currently in the process of music selection for the evaluations, and so now need a confirmation of your earlier commitment to this performance.  Please simply list below that this date is on your home/family calendar & will be honored.  
Thanks!  

Cindy Swan-Eagan, Director of Bands

Manistee Area Public Schools
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Please return this slip by Friday, January 6, 2012 for 50 homework points

Worth 40 homework points Monday, January 9, and 25 points Tues., January 10
Student Name_____________________________________________  Grade_____

Parent Signature___________________________________________
I acknowledge that the date of Middle School Band & Orchestra Evaluations is set aside on our home/family calendar.  I understand that confirmation of exact date/time will be as soon as it is received by Mrs. Swan-Eagan

____ I think I might like to chaperone – contact me when you know the date and time (I will need at least 2 chaperones from each band!)
____ I think I might like to help man the festival – as an usher, or a sight reading music helper, or a set up crew helper, or a judge’s helper.  (more information will come out once the festival schedule is set by the band director who is doing that, and he sends it to me)
